
This year, our 2024 

StateWide Convention will 

be held on OCT 21-23 at the      

Saratoga Springs Embassy 

Suites.  Stay tuned for more   

information. 
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Hello, 

This month's newsletter focuses on an SMP      

Consumer Fraud Alert: Genetic Testing Fraud.  

This type of fraud occurs when Medicare is billed 

for a test or screening that is neither medically 

necessary nor ordered by a beneficiary's treating physician.  

It’s important to review your Medicare Statements for these 

tests, as a denial by Medicare could leave you responsible for 

the entire cost, averaging between $9,000-$11,000. We will    

look at an example of a Genetic Testing Scam and ways we can 

protect ourselves on page 2.   

In addition to our focus on genetic testing fraud, we are excited 

to introduce one of our newest outreach counselors, Beata 

Karpinska-Prehn.  Beata works out of our Saratoga office and  

you can find more information about her on page 2.  

We appreciate your dedication to the SMP program, and we 

hope you will join us for our virtual SMP Volunteer Meeting on 

the 16th. Thank you for all that you contribute to our mission!  

 

 

 

REMINDERS 

Join us for the SMP 

Volunteer Meeting on         

FEB 16, 2024 at 11:00 AM.   

• To join by computer     

Click HERE   

• To join by phone dial     

646-558-8656, Meeting ID: 

533 682 2516 

SAVE THE DATE!                              
NEW LOCATION! 

 

 

The SMP has heard reports 

of urinary catheter kits 

showing up as claims on 

Medicare statements. Please 

review your Medicare state-

ments and look through all 

claims. If you see something 

that seems wrong or you 

don't understand, contact 

the NYS SMP! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

https://www.nysenior.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Save-the-Date-Flyer-Convention-2024-8.pdf
https://www.nysenior.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Save-the-Date-Flyer-Convention-2024-8.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5336822516
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CONSUMER FRAUD ALERT: 

Genetic Testing Fraud 

Genetic testing scams are currently        

a widespread issue throughout the 

country. Beneficiaries are solicited in person, 

through phone calls, via email, and from online 

ads. There are several ways that Genetic Testing 

is advertised including screenings for all cancers, 

and a variety of other genetic diseases. Scammers 

offer “free” genetic testing or cheek swabs to   

obtain beneficiaries’ personal information.   

Example of a Genetic Testing Scam 

THE RECRUITER targets the                    

beneficiary to take a genetic test  in 

person or my mail. 

THE DOCTOR orders a test for the    

beneficiary even if it is not medically 

necessary. The doctor gets a kickback 

from the recruiter for ordering the test. 

THE LAB runs the test and receives the 

reimbursement payment from Medi-

care.  The lab shares the proceeds of 

that payment with the recruiter. 

Protect Yourself 

• If a genetic testing kit is mailed to you,           

don't accept it unless it was ordered by your          

physician. Refuse the delivery or return it to 

the sender. Keep a record of the sender's 

name and the date you returned the items. 

• Be suspicious of anyone who offers you 

"free" genetic testing and then requests  

your Medicare number. If your personal           

information is compromised, it may be used  

in other fraud schemes. 

This project was supported, in part by grant number 90MPPG01701, from ACL.  

Welcome Outreach  

Counselor Beata 

Karpinska-Prehn    
Beata Karpinska-Prehn 

graduated cum laude from 

Syracuse University with    

a degree in International  

Relations. A political refugee from Poland, she 

worked as an Americorps volunteer to help           

resettle other refugees in the Syracuse area.               

She dedicated over 25 years of her career to 

working with people with disabilities, advocating 

for disability rights, access to benefits, health 

care, affordable housing and transportation.   

She also coordinated NY Connects services in     

Onondaga county at a local independent living 

center and serves on the boards of the NYS           

Independent Living Council and CNY Fair Housing. 

Beata joined StateWide in October as an               

Outreach Counselor. She is currently involved in 

starting our CNY chapter in Syracuse, and looking 

for volunteers to join and help us work on           

advancing senior rights and benefits.                              

To volunteer with the chapter please contact    

her at 315-210-4900.  

 

Source: smpresource.org, oighhs.org 


