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Our broken healthcare system
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New Yorkers are suffering

A PEOPLE’S REPORT ON
HEALTHCARE IN NEW YORK STATE
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The New York Health Act (NYHA)

NEW YORK HEALTH IS A UNIVERSAL, COMPREHENSIVE PLAN THAT WOULD:

ihit w2

Provide quality care Eliminate financial barriers Cover all medically
to every New Yorker to healthcare—i.e., no out-of- necessary care,
regardless of immigration pocket costs, premiums, copays, including dental, vision,
status, income, wealth or deductibles, coinsurance or mental health and
employment status. out-of-network charges. reproductive care.

+Long-Term Care!
* Single payer healthcare for NY state
* (Gottfried A5248a/Rivera S3577a)




Coronavirus: A case for single-payer
healthcare




Coronavirus: A case for the New York Health Act




Coronavirus: A case for the New York Health Act

PROBLEM CAUSED HOW NYHA HELPS
BY COVID-19* SOLVEIT




How can we learn from this crisis and make
change so we are ready when it inevitably
happens again?







How is the U.S. Responding to COVID-197?
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The U.S Response to COVID-19

® Inadequate testing of population
o Painfully slow ramp up of testing
o As of March 25th:

The US trails other countries in number of coronavirus tests
conducted per million people

% US .
*First case reported
on same day (Jan.
21st)
Source: COVID Tracking Project, news reports, government websites W
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The U.S Response to COVID-19

® Inadequate testing of population
o Painfully slow ramp up of testing

O As of June 1st: How the US compares to other countries in coronavirus tests
conducted per million people
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https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2020/3/13/21178289/confirmed-coronavirus-cases-us-countries-italy-iran-singapore-hong-kong

The U.S Response to COVID-19

® Inadequate testing of population

o Dr. Anthony Fauci, head of the National Institute for Allergies and Infectious
Diseases, said the U.S. health system just isn't designed for universal testing.
“The system is not geared to what we need right now — what you’re asking
for,” Fauci told a House committee on Thursday. “That is a failing. It’s a failing.
Let’s admit it.”He added: “The idea of anybody getting (a test) easily the way
people in other countries are doing it, we’re not set up for that. Do | think we
should be? Yes. We’re not.”

https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trump-responsible-testing-problems-
things/story?id=69590286&cid=social_twitter abcn



https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trump-responsible-testing-problems-things/story?id=69590286&cid=social_twitter_abcn

The U.S Response to COVID-19

e Confusion and worry over who will pay for
testing and treatment
o In early March President Trump stated
that private health insurers will cover the
cost of testing AND treatment
m This was incorrect and quickly >
clarified by insurers that they are only
covering testing
o New legislation (Families First and CARES T >
Act) states that testing and treatment will
have no cost-sharing but patients are still
receiving large bills
o Cost-sharing only waived if a COVID-19
test is given

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/29/84745067 1/covid-19-tests-that-are-supposed-to-be-free-can-ring-up-
surprising-charges https://www.cigna.com/coronavirus/individuals-and-families



https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/04/29/847450671/covid-19-tests-that-are-supposed-to-be-free-can-ring-up-surprising-charges
https://www.cigna.com/coronavirus/individuals-and-families

The U.S Response to COVID-19

® Private health insurers explanations of what is and is not covered for
COVID-19, each company has different stipulations



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1LbFTQmZo3BqhsDwItIbAT9wK_4uB2PRK/view

The U.S Response to COVID-19

® Prohibitive costs of testing/treatment for suspected COVID-19

A Miami man who flew to China worried he might
have coronavirus. He may owe thousands.  3Hiami#evald

A teacher who showed coronavirus symptoms was charged
$10,000 for her ER visit — and was never even tested for the
disease i

Total Cost of Her COVID-19 Treatment:
TIME $34,927.43




The U.S Response to COVID-19

* Profits over patients and healthcare workers
e Hospitals laying-off workers
e Hospitals, agencies, and states competing with each other for PPE
* Nurses and other health workers forced to work in unsafe
conditions, at risk of exposure to virus




The U.S Response to COVID-19

In Washington State, where at least 378 people have tested positive
R AT I O N I N G and 31 have died, public health officials spoke of having to

the tests and living hand-to-mouth with testing supplies. “At this
time we are limiting testing to preserve availability for our most
vulnerable,” said Debra Carnes, a spokeswoman for PeaceHealth

Columbia Network, a nonprofit health system that operates clinics
in Washington, Oregon and Alaska. -NY Times (1)

down. Even in Washington state, where 31 people have died, health officials
have had tdration fest kits. ~ -The Guardian (4)

Officials say the rules are necessary because without enough supplies to cover everyone

If that's the case, then why are we still facing such strict | \pr (3) in their state who may want to be tested, they musttht COVID-19 tests. “The
limitations on who we can test? There isn't a clear aspirational goal is that, ultimately, COVID-19 testing would be available for anyone
answer, but it seems to be a function of a woefully with upper-respiratory symptoms who wants to be tested. However, at the state level

inadequate supply of test kits. In other words, what few and at the national level, we do not have individual supplies,” Kris Ehresmann, the

tests we do have are bcinr the people who infectious-disease chief for the Minnesota Department of Health, said ata press
' conference yesterday.  -The Atlantic (2)

need them most, like those requiring hospital admission.




The U.S Response to COVID-19

 BAD POLICY: Budget cuts and lack of expansion of health programs

such as Medicaid

* Governor Cuomo is pushing cuts of $2.5 billion from NY Medicaid
budgets

e CuomoO’s cuts change Medicaid procedures which disqualifies NYS
from receiving $6 billion in relief funding from the federal
government

* 14 states have not expanded Medicaid




The U.S Response to COVID-19

® Health insurance STILL tied to employment
O Itis estimated that 27 million people are newly uninsured after losing
their job during COVID-19
o If an employee dies, their dependents and family members lose their
health insurance as well

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/eligibility-for-aca-health-coverage-following-job-loss/



https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/eligibility-for-aca-health-coverage-following-job-loss/

How are other countries responding to COVID-19?




Italy United States
e More widespread testing than US ® Inadequate testing of population

o Allows accurate situational e Confusion and worry over who will pay for
testing and treatment

analysis o :
) e Prohibitive costs of testing/treatment for
e Payment for all medical care through suspected COVID-19
the single-payer system e Lack of resources needed to treat
e # New cases slowing compared to US everyone affected by COVID-19
e Healthcare system set up for e Government loan of $1.5 trillion to banks

e Budget cuts and lack of expansion of
health programs such as Medicaid

universal treatment
® 3.2 hospital beds per 1,000 (2.8 in
us)




Italy’s Response to COVID-19

“But for all their fears, Italians don’t have to worry that tests won’t be
available, or that they’ll have to pay for those tests, or for any of their
care. They don’t have to fear that if they seek help now, they’ll get a
surprise bill later or that medical costs will bankrupt them.” - Alice Speri
Italian expat

https://theintercept.com/2020/03/12/italy-coronavirus-united-states-preparedness/



https://theintercept.com/2020/03/12/italy-coronavirus-united-states-preparedness/

United States

South Korea

e Aggressive testing ® Inadequate testing of population
e Payment for all medical care through the e Confusion and worry over who will pay for
single_payer system testing and treatment
e Allocation of resources to hard-hit areas ® Prohibitive costs of testing/treatment for
e Government reimbursing medical facilities suspected COVID-19
for financial losses from quarantines ® Lack of resources needed to treat
e 12.3 hospital beds per 1,000 people (2.8 in everyone affected by COVID-19
us) e Government loan of $1.5 trillion to banks
® Prior public stockpile of 13 million antiviral e Budget cuts and lack of expansion of
doses and new ICU beds nationwide health programs such as Medicaid

D}
2) https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/south-korea-shows-world-how-slow-spread-coronavirus
3) https://www.ncbi.nIm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3845460/

https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-14/south-koreas-rapid-coronavirus-testing-far-ahead-of-the-u-s-could-be-a-matter-of-life-and-death



https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-14/south-koreas-rapid-coronavirus-testing-far-ahead-of-the-u-s-could-be-a-matter-of-life-and-death
https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/south-korea-shows-world-how-slow-spread-coronavirus
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3845460/

South Korea’s Response to COVID-19

"The gov't is covering the financial costs for related testing and
treatment instead of saddling individuals with those expenses.
The gov't is also reimbursing medical facilities for losses incurred from
imposed quarantines." - South Korean Government Briefing

“By aggressively testing, South Korea’s coronavirus outbreak may have
appeared dire at first, but it eventually helped authorities allocate
resources to the worst-hit areas and provide early treatment to infected

|nd|V|duaIs -Journallst in South Korea



https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-03-14/south-koreas-rapid-coronavirus-testing-far-ahead-of-the-u-s-could-be-a-matter-of-life-and-death
https://www.voanews.com/science-health/coronavirus-outbreak/south-korea-shows-world-how-slow-spread-coronavirus

Taiwan’s COVID-19 Situation

® Close proximity and high travel volume to and from China makes it at
high risk for large outbreak

® Original models predicted Taiwan would have some of the highest case
numbers

® Only 462 cases and 7 deaths as of today (population of 23 million)

Wang CJ, Ng CY, Brook RH. Response to COVID-19 in Taiwan: Big Data Analytics, New Technology, and Proactive Testing. JAMA. Published online
March 03, 2020. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3151




Taiwan

® Aggressive testing immediately
O Integration of National Health Insurance
database with customs and travel
database
e Payment for all medical care through the
single-payer system
e Government invested $6.66 million USD in
production of medical equipment
® Prior government spending to increase
doctors, ICU beds, and public health response
e 3.2 hospital beds per 1,000 (2.8 in US)

United States

Inadequate testing of population
Confusion and worry over who will pay for
testing and treatment

Prohibitive costs of testing/treatment for
suspected COVID-19

Lack of resources needed to treat
everyone affected by COVID-19
Government loan of $1.5 trillion to banks
Budget cuts and lack of expansion of
health programs such as Medicaid

Wang CJ, Ng CY, Brook RH. Response to COVID-19 in Taiwan: Big Data Analytics, New Technology, and Proactive Testing. JAMA. Published online March 03, 2020. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.3151




Taiwan’s Response to COVID-19

“Taiwan’s health insurance lets everyone not be afraid to go to the hospital. If you suspect you
have coronavirus, you won’t have to worry that you can’t afford the hospital visit to get

tested,” she said.

“You can get a free test, and if you're forced to be isolated, during the 14 days, we pay for your
food, lodging and medical care,” Kolas said. “So no one would avoid seeing the doctor because
they can’t pay for health care.”- Kolas Yotaka Taiwan government spokesperson (1)

“The U.S. has enormous capacity,” says Wang, the Stanford professor. But he notes that it
“needs to mount a coordinated effort, like Taiwan, because the infection impacts many aspects

of society and really affects people’s lives.” (2)

1) https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/what-taiwan-can-teach-world-fighting-coronavirus-n1153826
2 https://time.com/5802293/coronavirus-covid19-singapore-hong-kong-taiwan/



https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/what-taiwan-can-teach-world-fighting-coronavirus-n1153826
https://time.com/5802293/coronavirus-covid19-singapore-hong-kong-taiwan/

What do nations controlling COVID-19 well have

that the US doesn’t?

e Single-payer healthcare
o Provides nations with a unified health system to quickly and effectively tackle
pandemics by:
m Caring for everyone
m Infrastructure to support universal need
m Aggressive early testing
e Government investment in the healthcare system- not healthcare budget cuts
e Social protections for people affected by COVID-19
e Taiwan, South Korea- hard hit by SARS
O SARS exposed the cracks in their systems and they learned from them to ensure the
same mistakes were not repeated




People of all ideologies are embracing Medicare for

All

Table COR11: Has the coronavirus outbreak made you more or less likely to support universal health care proposals, where all Americans would get

their health insurance from the government?
Much more Somewhat  Neither more  Somewhat Much less Don’t Know /
Demographic likely more likely  nor less likely less likely likely No Opinion
Adults [26% (s61)] [15% (340) 35% (772) 2% (49) 0% (214) 12% (265)
Favorable of Trump 16% (139) 12% (104) 39% (345 4% (37 20% (177) 10% (91)
35% (411 19% (218 34% {393 1% (n 3% (34) 9% (108)

) )

Unfavorable of Trump ) )
Very Favorable of Trump 18% (108) 9% (51) 35% (205) 4% (22) 3% (150) 9% (56)

) )

1) )

) )

Somewhat Favorable of Trump 10% (32) 18% (53 46% (140 5% (15 9% (27) 12% (35)

] 1
Somewhat Unfavorable of Trump 24%  (48) 209%  (39) 41% (8 2% [ 4% (8) 9% (18)
Very Unfavorable of Trump 37% (363) 18% (179) 32% (314 1% 3% (26) 9% (90)

® Support for Medicare for All is increasing across multiple demographics

pg. 191 https://morningconsult.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/200344_crosstabs CORONAVIRUS ADULTS Adults v3 JB.pdf



https://morningconsult.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/200344_crosstabs_CORONAVIRUS_ADULTS_Adults_v3_JB.pdf
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