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STATE BUDGET ISSUES IMPACTING  

OLDER NEW YORKER AND THEIR FAMILIES 

State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2016-2017 - April 1, 2016 – March 31, 2017 
 (Proposed by Governor – January 13, 2016) 

 
 

PROPOSED STATE BUDGET  

NY StateWide Senior Action Council (StateWide) has reviewed the Governor’s Budget 

Proposal and his policy recommendations within the State of the State Address.1  This analysis 

was prepared by StateWide to brief the community on issues of interest to older New Yorkers. 

BUDGET PROCESS:  The Governor has the opportunity to amend his budget within 30 days of 

its original submission (1-13-16).  During that period, the State Assembly and the State Senate 

hold joint hearings on the budget proposals where agency heads and advocacy groups present 

and face questions.  The NYSOFA Director will appear at a budget hearing on February 9, 2016 

and the testimony can be viewed at this link.  Both the Assembly and the Senate meet with the 

Governor’s office to negotiate budget language, but mostly the Governor has the upper hand as 

the author of the budget. The Legislature cannot amend the Governor’s budget, but must vote to 

adopt a budget to keep the Government running.  The Legislature does have the opportunity to 

negotiate with the Governor and convince him that they need to see certain changes prior to 

their vote.  In recent years, the process has gone on in a timely manner and the entire budget 

vote happens before April 1, the start of the state fiscal year.   

BUDGET PROPOSALS   

                                                           

1 You can read the source documents by following these links: 

 Governor’s “Built to Lead” Message 

 https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/2016_State_of_the_State_Book.pdf 
 Budget bill, includes Aging funding on pages 2-16 

http://publications.budget.ny.gov/eBudget1617/fy1617appropbills/Local.pdf 
 Narrative on budget bill; health and aging issues 

http://publications.budget.ny.gov/eBudget1617/fy1617littlebook/HealthCare.pdf 
 StateWide’s chart on Office for Aging Funding 

http://www.nysenior.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Proposed-Budget-chart-1-15-16.pdf 

 

http://assembly.state.ny.us/av/hearings/
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/2016_State_of_the_State_Book.pdf
http://publications.budget.ny.gov/eBudget1617/fy1617appropbills/Local.pdf
http://publications.budget.ny.gov/eBudget1617/fy1617littlebook/HealthCare.pdf
http://www.nysenior.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Proposed-Budget-chart-1-15-16.pdf
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THE ISSUES LISTED DO NOT REFLECT ALL SERVICES, THOSE LISTED BELOW REFLECT WHERE THERE 

HAS BEEN A CHANGE MADE FROM THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR OR WHERE A CHANGE IS NEEDED  

A.  STATEWIDE’S PROGRAMS:   

Patients Rights Helpline:  Last year, the Legislature added funds to StateWide’s Patient Rights 

Helpline to keep the program funded at the current level, at a total of $63,000 annually. The 

Governor’s budget proposes $31,500 for the Helpline. 

Recommendation: StateWide will need to secure support for additional funding from 

the Legislature in negotiations, minimally to keep the program whole by adding 

$31,500 to the total, and preferably, to increase total funding to $100,000 based on 

increased need for community education and assistance, including more complex 

case issues, as health system reforms are implemented and caseload increases with 

the aging of the baby boom generation. 

Managed Care Community Assistance Program (MCCAP):  StateWide’s Medicare and 

pharmaceutical insurance coverage counseling services will continue to be funded by the state 

without any gap in services. All six groups that provide MCCAP services will continue to be 

funded at the same level as last year. 

Recommendation:  Support funding for StateWide’s MCCAP counseling services 

and restore total funding levels for the 6 programs to $1,962,00, an increase of 

$195,000 ( 9.9%) 

 

B. NYS Office for the Aging (NYSOFA)  

There is an escalating need for services due to the increased number of older New Yorkers and 

the public policy push to encourage people to receive services in the community rather than in 

residential institutions.  The NYS Office for the Aging’s programs delivered by the local offices 

for aging, including EISEP (Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly), CSE (Community 

Services for the Elderly), Wellness in Nutrition (formerly called Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) and Transportation funding, have significant local waiting lists, only a 

small portion of which was addressed by additional funds added by the Legislature in SFY 

2015-16.  There are real dollar savings by investing in the aging services that prevent 

institutionalization and therefore prevent spend down into state and county taxpayer supported 

Medicaid.  With cost constraints due to the tax cap at the local level where Aging services are 

optional, local dollar investments in aging services are stagnating or facing reductions.   
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 Recommendations:   

1. Increase appropriations to reduce waiting lists in these vital services where the 

value invested is significantly less than the cost of a nursing home stay.   

2. Ensure that additional funds added do not require a match by local governments 

in order for the funds to be distributed. 

3.  Commit to a multi-year investment of additional resources to bring core services 

into alignment with the client population growth. 

 

Community Services for the Elderly (CSE): CSE provides flexibility for local Offices for the 

Aging to use the funds as needed for services including transportation, in-home services, and 

meals among other discrete services that enable older New Yorkers to remain living 

independently in the community. Last year, funding was increased by the Legislature by $2.5 

million.  The Governor’s proposal includes the funding advanced by the Legislature last year 

and adds an additional $137,000.  This additional funding appears to reflect implementation of 

the 0.2% Human Services Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA).  There are still significant 

waiting lists (over 9,000) throughout the state on many programs, with transportation waiting 

lists tripling.    

Recommendation: StateWide will advocate for additional funding during budet 

negotiations in order to eliminate waiting lists. We request an additional $25 

million, with no local government match required. 

Wellness in Nutrition (WIN): The Governor’s proposal adds an additional $157,000.  This 

additional funding appears to reflect implementation of the 0.2% Human Services Cost of 

Living Adjustment (COLA).   

EISEP (Expanded In-Home Services for the Elderly: The Governor’s proposal adds an 

additional $108,000.  This additional funding appears to reflect implementation of the 0.2% 

Human Services Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA).   

Recommendation: Provide sufficient funding to local offices for the aging to meet the 

minimum wage increases for home care workers. 

Supporting Family Caregivers:  Caregivers are the untold heroes of the informal long-term 

care system, caring for family members and friends who otherwise would move from home to 

an institutional setting.  Caregiver supports, including training, support groups and respite, are 

an important investment.  It is estimated that the economic value of the 4 million family 

caregivers is $32 billion dollars.  Importantly, the state has recognized this value, and has 
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committed to funding in the NYS Department of Health for care and support services for 

individuals living with Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias and their caregivers.  An 

additional investment should be made for services through the NYS Office for Aging budget 

that would support all caregivers. 

Recommendation:  StateWide will advocate for an additional $30 million in order to 

create additional respite and caregiver support services.  

Naturally Occurring and Neighborhood Naturally Occurring Retirement Community 

(NORCS):  The Governor’s proposal continues funding for both NORCs and NNORCs at the 

same level as last year, however, there is a directive to remove funding for those 

NORC/NNORC locations that may no longer meet the statutory requirements for funding. This 

initiative is estimated to save the State $951,000 annually.  

Recommendation:  Successful NORCs and NNORCs should not face funding 

termination because the demographic and density provisions of current law have 

not been updated by an amendment to the Elder Law.  Instead, legislation should be 

enacted that updates those defining characteristics and allows residents to thrive in 

the proven effective NORC/NNORC programs.  When that is accomplished, we 

further recommend additional financing be provided to allow for new programs to 

apply for funding. 

Exploring an Office for Community Living: Last year’s budget authorized a discussion and 

report on whether services and policy should be combined for older New Yorkers with those 

designed for persons with disabilities by the creation of an Office for Community Living that 

would subsume NYSOFA.  There is no proposal in the proposed budget to advance this 

initiative. 

Recommendation:    Ensure that there is a free standing, independent, well-funded, 

well-staffed and strong agency devoted to aging issues as its single focus. 

C.   Public Health & Medicaid 

HIV Testing - As part of the End the Epidemic Campaign, the Governor’s budget proposal 

extends the HIV testing guidelines beyond the age of 64.  Current guidelines require hospitals 

and primary care providers to offer an HIV test to persons ages 13 to 64. There are many older 

adults beyond the age of 64 at risk of HIV and 200 cases of HIV diagnosed each year in persons 

age 60 and older. 

Recommendation:  Support new legislation to extend the upper age for the offer of 

an HIV test beyond the age of 64. 
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Preventing Breast and Prostate Cancer  - The Governor has committed to increasing the 

state’s breast cancer screening rate by 10 percent over the next five years and is launching a 

campaign that includes peer education and outreach services to encourage men to discuss their 

risk for prostate cancer with their health care providers. Budget funding includes a $5 million 

education and public awareness media campaign across the state over the next five years and 

$59.5 million to help community providers purchase and operate mobile mammography 

vehicles. 

Recommendation:  Support. 
 

Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage (EPIC) - The EPIC program provides 

secondary coverage for Medicare Part D and EPIC-covered drugs purchased after any Medicare 

Part D deductible is met. EPIC also covers approved Part D-excluded drugs once a member is 

enrolled in Part D. The program’s income eligibility benefits single people age 65 and older 

with incomes up to $75,000 and married couples with incomes up to $100,000.   

Recommendation:  The program should be expanded to cover all Medicare enrollees, 

not just seniors, by eliminating the age threshold. 

Emergency Food/SNAP benefits - The Governor proposes an additional $22.5 million to 

extend his $4.5 million annual investment through 2020.  Additionally, efforts will focus on 

reducing hurdles that prevent residents from receiving assistance.  The Governor proposes to 

raise the Gross Income Test (GIT) from the current level of total household income of less than 

130 percent of the federal poverty level to 150 percent of poverty for all households with earned 

income—a move that will extend eligibility to an estimated 750,000 households currently not 

participating in SNAP, providing an estimated $688.5 million in additional federal SNAP 

benefits to New Yorkers. The Governor also hopes to drive program enrollment by building on 

the state’s Nutrition Outreach and Education Program and increase its reach through 

coordinated efforts with local State Offices for the Aging and the Office for New Americans. 

To further reduce stigma, the Governor directs the Office of Temporary Disability Assistance to 

issue a redesigned Electronic Benefits Card in 2016 that looks like a credit card and maintains 

appropriate security safeguards.   

Recommendation:  Support. 

 

Food safety - The Governor plans the New York State Certified High Quality Initiative, to 

ensure that products are accurately labeled and identify New York producers who adhere to best 

practices in food handling and environmental issues. The state will create a New York State 
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Certified seal and make it available to producers who maintain a certified Good Agricultural 

Practices plan and demonstrate good environmental stewardship. The state will invest in local 

food distribution hubs that will improve access to fresh and healthy food for residents and 

promote local products to restaurants and institutional buyers as well as investing in farms that 

opt to convert to organic grain production. 

Recommendation:  Support and add a requirement for labelling of genetically 

modified contents of foods sold in the state. 

 

Housing – The Governor proposes new housing opportunities for individuals in need of 

supportive services, as well as providing resources to support vulnerable populations in 

securing stable housing. The Executive Budget establishes a $20 billion, five year investment in 

affordable housing and housing opportunities and services for the homeless. The program will 

establish 94,000 units of affordable housing, 6,000 units of supportive housing and 1,000 new 

emergency shelter beds. Over 15 years, the plan will result in 20,000 units or shelter beds, 

including 18,000 new supportive housing units.   

Recommendation:  Support 

Medicaid 

Medicaid expenditures will grow at the indexed rate of 3.4 percent, this is consistent with the 

“Global Cap” that has been agreed to by the state and providers.  Total State-funded Medicaid 

spending will be $18.0 billion. In addition, the State has provided construction funding and 

support for restructuring the State’s health care delivery system, often referred to as DSRP 

(Delivery System Reform Payment.) 

In order to address the burgeoning weight of Medicaid costs on the local real property tax base, 

the state has taken steps to reduce the local share of Medicaid costs.  The budget contains the 

growth of local Medicaid expenditures for municipalities outside of New York City that stay 

within the state imposed local property tax cap. The state is also taking over more 

administrative work that was previously done by county agencies, this has resulted in a 

reduction of local staff dealing with enrollment, assessments and processing of claims.  

In past years, even though it was not required to adhere to the property tax cap, New York City 

was afforded relief in their local share of Medicaid cost growth.  This year, the Governor 

proposes to re-institute the New York City contribution toward financing the growth in 

Medicaid expenses.  Effective October 1, 2016, the level is increased by 3.6 percent in FY 2017 

and 5.8 percent in FY 2018, with annual growth of about two percent thereafter. The proposed 
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NYC contribution level would be increased by a cumulative $1.2 billion over the next three 

years; counties outside NYC will save $651 million over the same period.  There is discussion 

about willingness to negotiate on this in relation to NYC agreeing to institute a property tax cap.   

Recent changes have impacted persons who are dually eligible for Medicaid and Medicare.  

Dually eligibles who need more than 120 days of community long-term care services (including 

home care, adult day care, and private duty nursing) were required to enroll in a Managed Long 

Term Care (MLTC) insurance program to access Medicaid services.  In NYC and Nassau 

County, those dual eligibles meeting the criteria for MLTC had the option of enrolling in a 

Fully Integrated Duals Advantage that provides both Medicare and Medicaid coverage in one 

managed care program.  

 

The state budget proposes several changes to MLTC: 

 Changes the threshold for enrollment in MLTC Plans to only those enrollees who require 

nursing home level of care. Existing MLTC members will be allowed to continue 

accessing services through the MLTC program they are currently enrolled in.  Others will 

return to fee for service community based-long term care to be arranged through a local 

government social services office. 

Recommendation: Carefully examine the impact this change may have on 

delays in accessing services from local social services where staff has been 

reduced as a result of the implementation of MLTC.  Provide funding for a 

livable wage for personal care and other home care workers. 

 Changes how Medicaid transportation services will be provided by removing 

transportation costs from the Managed Long Term Care capitated rates. The management 

of trips will be performed by a professional transportation management contractor 

procured by the State, rather than through a MLTC insurer/case manager or firm that 

contracts with individual MLTC plans.  

 

Recommendation:  Carefully examine the impact this change may have on 

beneficiaries who have faced changes in their transportation providers 

multiple times under system reforms.  Transportation providers must provide 

door to door service where needed rather than merely curb to curb.  Ensure 

beneficiary education and ombudsman services to minimize gaps in service. 
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Spousal Impoverishment Protection – There has been a long standing public policy to protect 

spouses from becoming impoverished by spending down assets in order for a spouse who needs 

medical care to receive Medicaid benefits.  In fact, this is a provision of the Affordable Care 

Act, which requires all home-and-community based waivers to include spousal impoverishment 

protections. There is a complex formula that determines Medicaid eligibility, but the amount of 

assets a New York couple can have is currently $74,820.  The Governor’s budget proposal 

changes the asset allowance for community-based Medicaid applicants to the minimum allowed 

by federal law, $23,844.  This flies in the face of the high cost of living in New York State, 

which can be seen in StateWide’s work on the Elder Economic Security Report. 

Recommendation: Oppose reduction of the asset threshold to provide protection 

from spousal impoverishment. 

Spousal Refusal Authority - The Governor proposes to minimize the protection that allows a 

spouse to refuse to contribute income and assets towards the cost of Medicaid provided health 

care.  Under the proposal, only if a spouse lives apart from or divorces a spouse in need of 

community-based Medicaid will the refusal be honored and Medicaid granted.  It is important 

to note that the use of spousal refusal does not eliminate the state’s right to seek payment for 

Medicaid costs from the spouse, but that is a long process that often occurs within years after 

Medicaid enrollment.  Having the right of spousal refusal provides an expedited method to 

facilitate enrollment in community Medicaid, ensuring that a spouse needing long term care 

services can remain in the family home. 

 Recommendation: Oppose repeal of the right for spousal refusal. 

Prescription Drugs – The proposed Budget would authorize the Health Department to: 

 Set a ceiling price for prescription drugs covered under Medicaid and require 

manufacturers to provide rebates to the state for any price that exceeds the ceiling price 

 Require Medicaid prior authorization for drugs when there is a gap before the Drug 

Utilzation Board meets to review. 

 End the prescriber prevails provision in Medicaid except for anti-psychotic and anti-

depressant drugs. 

Recommendation:  Efforts should be made to limit the increase in drug costs under 

the Medicaid program, but not by removing important consumer protections.  

Oppose changes to the prior authorization/prescriber prevails proposals. 
 

Home Care:  The Governor’s proposal does not address the crisis in home care and the 

shortage of home care aides for both the Medicaid and EISEP programs.  The Governor does 
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propose an increase in the minimum wage for all workers, but does not include an appropriation 

within the Medicaid or EISEP funding streams to pay the workers at the new rate. The 

Governor’s proposal entitled “Strengthen the Home Health Care Workforce” authorizes a new 

profession of Advanced Home Health Aides to perform specified advanced tasks under the 

supervision of a licensed registered professional nurse employed by a home care services 

agency, hospice program or enhanced assisted living residence.  The goal of this budget 

legislation is to implement Community First Choice, a federal budget initiative that StateWide 

supports.   

Recommendations:  

1. Provide Medicaid reimbursement for providers that employ home health 

aides, including in the Consumer Directed model, to meet the minimum wage 

increases. 

2. Carefully craft the expansion of home care aide practice to include advanced 

skills, with protections for those patients who are not self-directing to prevent 

the potential for client abuse. 

3. Create incentives for the recruitment and retention of home care workers to 

truly address the shortage that otherwise will result in more nursing home 

placements for those who would prefer to receive care at home. 

  

D.  Economic Security and Property Tax Changes 

SSI – The Governor’s budget proposal authorizes a federal cost of living adjustment for SSI 

recipients to ensure that there is no gap in policy for 2017. 

Recommendation:  Enact the pass-thru of the federal COLA and further, we 

recommend an increase in the state supplement by 20% to address income 

inequality.  

 

Increase the Minimum Wage – The Governor proposes an increase in the minimum wage to 

achieve a livable wage to $10.50 in New York City and $9.75 in the remainder of the State, 

effective July 1, 2016, gradually increasing the minimum wage to $15.00 in New York City on 

December 31, 2018 and across the rest of the State on July 1, 2021.  

 

Recommendation:  Enact the increase in the minimum wage to address the cost of 

living in New York.  No New Yorker should work full time but still be reliant on 
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food stamps, Medicaid and other forms of public assistance benefits, because 

employers are not paying a livable wage. 

 

Paid Family Leave - The Budget includes legislation creating a 12 week paid family leave 

program when caring for an infant or an ill family member, starting in 2018.  The maximum 

paid benefit will grow to 50 percent of the State's Average Weekly Wage by 2021, initially the 

benefit will be 35%. This program will be funded entirely by employees through a payroll 

deduction. The Governor’s proposal requires a weekly payroll deduction of sixty cents, 

escalating to $1.  

 

Recommendation:  Enact Paid Family & Medical Leave, but our preference is for 

the Assembly proposal that has lower payroll deductions, a higher percentage of 

wage as a benefit, and starts sooner.  Additionally, raise the Temporary Disability 

Insurance Fund levels so they are compatible with this new benefit. 
 

Poverty Reduction - The Budget includes $25 million of new funding to significantly expand 

the anti-poverty initiative, begun in 2015. Planning grants totaling $5 million will be available 

in ten communities with high concentrations of poverty. In addition, $20 million will be 

available for grants to match private sector and foundation funding.  The model supports a 

broad coalition of local government, business and nonprofit representatives who are redesigning 

and coordinating efforts to address extreme poverty. 

 

Recommendation: Support.  It is vitally important to recognize the need to attack 

poverty by expanding services that help lift New Yorkers out of poverty.  To truly 

do so, we urge the State to eliminate the two percent state spending cap.  Safety net 

programs need to support the population without being constrained by an arbitrary 

cap on spending growth. New anti-poverty initiatives must be complemented by 

funding appropriate to meet human services needs in other areas of the budget, such 

as eliminating the waiting list for aging services. 
 

Retirement Security:  The historical economic security foundation of employment based 

pensions, personal savings/investments and Social Security are no longer meeting the needs of 

New York households who are facing a retirement planning crisis. To address this growing 

problem, the Governor proposes to study the issue further by creating the NY SMART 

Commission (“Saving More to Achieve Richer Tomorrows”). The commission will study 

available options for the creation of a state-administered retirement savings program for 

workers whose employers do not offer a retirement plan.  
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Recommendation: The retirement security crisis is upon us.  Rather than study, the 

time is ripe for enactment of legislation to create a self-sustaining retirement savings 

option through an automatic IRA payroll deduction for private sector employees 

who do not have an employer sponsored retirement savings program, as presented 

in A8332-A. 
 
 

State Retiree Health Insurance Reform - The Governor proposes reductions in the state 

retiree insurance benefit to control costs by transferring some of the state’s share of costs to 

retirees. The proposals: 

 create different levels of premium based on the years of service, increasing the cost 

sharing for those with less than 30 years of service.  If adopted, this change would take 

effect with new retirees as of October 1, 2016.   

 eliminate the state’s reimbursement for the Medicare Part B Income Related Monthly 

Adjustment Amounts (IRMAA) for state retirees with higher incomes, as defined by 

Medicare starting at $85,000/year. If adopted, this provision is effective January 1, 2016.  

 fail to adjust reimbursement for Medicare Part B for new State retirees if their premium 

increases above $104.90 per month. This change would take effect October 1, 2016. 

 

Recommendation: Oppose.  These proposals represent a significant 

diminishment of established health care benefits for retirees enrolled in the 

New York State Health Insurance Program (NYSHIP).   

 

Real Property Tax STAR Program – The Governor proposes a number of changes to the 

state’s STAR program as follows, with StateWide’s recommendations: 

1. converts the STAR exemption benefit into a tax credit, transforming the exemption 

into a refundable personal income tax (PIT) credit. The change will only apply to first-

time homebuyers and homeowners who move. Under current law, school districts collect 

reduced revenue as a result of the STAR exemptions, and the State compensates them for 

the cost of the exemption. There is no change to the amount of the STAR credit for 

taxpayers, only the mechanism used to claim the credit.  Likewise, the budget proposal 

converts the New York City Personal Income Tax STAR Credit into a State Personal 

Income Tax Credit.  Currently, eligible NYC taxpayers apply for a NYC STAR Personal 

Income Tax credit on their NYS tax forms. The State reimburses the City for the lost 

revenue. The Executive Budget gives eligible taxpayers a credit against their State PIT, 

as opposed to their City PIT, thereby eliminating the need for the State to reimburse the 

City government. The Governor claims this is merely a simplification effort with no 

impact on the taxpayer and no impact on revenues for the City of New York. 
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              Recommendation:  Oppose.  Careful review is needed to determine the 

              impact this change could have on when the benefit is received, the impact of  

              having a credit against taxes rather than a check in hand and whether this 

              change creates a burden on residents who otherwise would not need to file a 

              tax return to do so. 

 

2. caps the annual growth in Basic and Enhanced STAR exemption benefit at zero 

percent, maintaining the STAR exemption benefits at no more than their FY 2016 levels, 

rather than allowing them to grow by up to two percent.   

 

              Recommendation:  Oppose. Local property taxes may still increase and 

              efforts need to continue to ensure that residents are not taxed out of their 

              homes. 

  

3. makes Income Verification Procedure (IVP) mandatory. Under current law, 

participation in IVP is optional and seniors who are not enrolled have to re-apply for their 

Enhanced STAR benefits annually. This change eliminates the annual need to re-apply by 

giving authorization to the local assessor to have the senior’s incomes verified in 

subsequent years by the Department of Taxation and Finance.  

Recommendation:  Oppose, allowing this to remain an option for those 

that wish to exercise it.  Provide more community education about the 

benefits. 

4. allows late filing of renewal STAR and Senior Citizens exemption applications based on 

hardship or good cause shown (such as a serious personal illness or hospitalization for the 

taxpayer or an immediate family member), as late as the last day of the interest-free 

period for payment of school taxes. 

 

                   Recommendation:  Support 

 

5. authorize the Commissioner of Taxation and Finance to make direct payments of STAR 

tax savings to property owners who didn’t receive the STAR tax savings to which entitled 

due to an administrative error, and where no other remedy is readily available. 

 

                   Recommendation:  Support 

 



Page 13 
NY StateWide Senior Action Council 

SFY2016-17 State Budget Recommendations 
 

E.  Campaign Finance Reform, Ethics Reform and Voting Rights:   

 

Campaign Finance Reform – The Governor proposes a number of reforms: 

 placing a $25,000 limit on contributions to “housekeeping” accounts 

 requiring the identification of those that bundle contributions 

 creating a voluntary public campaign financing system to begin 2018. 

 

Recommendation:  Campaign financing needs to be adopted in a timely 

manner to restore the public’s faith in government and remove the influence 

of campaign contributions.  Efforts should be made to explore any state 

remedies that could reduce the impact of the Citizens United decision. 
 

Ethics Reform – The Governor proposes a number of reforms: 

 limiting outside income for members of the New York State Legislature to 15 percent of 

their base salary,  

 enacting comprehensive reforms to the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) to increase 

transparency, 

 requiring any legislators convicted of corruption to forfeit their New York State pensions,  

 strengthening the enforcement powers of JCOPE,  

 enacting new ethics and campaign finance reporting requirements.  

Recommendation:  Under review 

 

Voting Rights – The Governor proposes voting reforms: 

 early voting by requiring every county to offer residents access to one early voting 

polling place that will allow residents to vote during the 12 days leading up to Election 

Day. 

 automatic voter registration through DMV, unless a user opts out, automatically 

sharing information on applications to county boards of elections to register the applicant 

or update registration information. 

Recommendation:  Support, urge more than one polling place for early voting 

to improve accessibility and enhance voter registration to anyone at least 18 
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years of age that applies for any government identification or service, not just 

encounters at DMV. 

 


