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STATE BUDGET ISSUES IMPACTING  

OLDER NEW YORKER AND THEIR FAMILIES 

State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2014-2015 - April 1, 2014 – March 31, 2015 
 (Approved by the Legislature and signed into Law by the Governor March 31, 2014) 

 

ENACTED BUDGET  

A.  STATEWIDE’S PROGRAMS:   

Patients Rights Helpline:  The StateWide Patient Rights Helpline funding was doubled to a 

total of $63,000 annually.  

Managed Care Community Assistance Program (MCCAP):  StateWide’s counseling 

services will continue to be funded by the state without any gap in services. All seven groups 

that provide MCCAP services will continue to be funded at the same level as last year. 

 

B. NYS Office for the Aging (NYSOFA)  

Community Services for the Elderly (CSE): Funding was increased by $5 million.  CSE 

provides flexibility for local Offices for the Aging to use the funds as needed for services 

including transportation, in-home services, meals among other discrete services that enable 

older New Yorkers to remain living independently in the community.  This additional funding 

is estimated to address the needs of about 20% of the current waiting lists.  (There are approx. 

7000 individuals on waiting lists throughout the state.)      

Cost of Living Adjustment for Workers:  Funding was provided for a long overdue cost of 

living adjustment of 2% for direct service workers in the CSE program and the EISEP and WIN 

(previously called SNAP) programs, starting in 2015. 

NY Connects:  While there was no change in funding, there will be a requirement that 

physicians who make a recommendation or a referral for long term care services provide 

contact information for the local NY Connects program. 

 

C.  The NYS Department of Health & Medicaid 

Spousal Impoverishment – A proposal to eliminate the right for spousal/parental refusal was 

defeated.  There is no change. 



 
 

2 
 

  

Elderly Pharmaceutical Insurance Coverage (EPIC)  

The EPIC program’s income eligibility has been expanded.  The program will now benefit 

single people age 65 and older with incomes up to $75,000 and married couples with incomes 

up to $100,000.  (Previous limits were $35,000/$50,000.) Applications can be filed immediately. 

New Public Insurance Program – A new public insurance program authorized under the 

Federal Affordable Care Act, known as the BASIC Health Program, will begin in 2015.  This is 

for uninsured individuals and families, not for those eligible or enrolled in Medicare or 

Medicaid, and will be for households with incomes that fall between 133% and 200% of the 

federal poverty level.  (Up to $23,000 annual income for individuals and $42,000 for a family 

of four.) It is anticipated that monthly premiums will be $20/person.  The BASIC Health 

Program will likely be purchased through New York’s health insurance exchange, New York 

State of Health, and will provide a good benefit package at an affordable cost.  It also will 

provide federal funding for coverage for legal immigrants that are currently funded with state-

only funds. 

 Health Insurance Consumer rights to expand:    

 Surprise out-of-network billing Eliminated – Budget language reforms the way 

insurers and physicians handle out-of-network surprise medical bills.  It will protect patients 

from having to pay bills for service when they are forced to see a provider who isn’t part of 

their insurance network.  An example might be having care delivered in a hospital that is in-

network only to find out after the fact that the anesthesiologist who was on the case was out-of-

network. 

Aid Continuing – Medicaid recipients under Managed Care will have the right to have 

their services continued during the process of fair hearings for appeal of denied coverage. 

 Medicaid Managed Care Ombudsman - The Medicaid Managed Care Ombudsman 

was funded to support a grant application that is currently being awarded.  Additionally, a 

separate but complementary program was funded for services to the developmentally disabled 

population.  The program will provide independent assistance and advocacy for individuals 

enrolling in Medicaid Managed Care and those enrolled in Medicaid Managed Long Term Care. 

Community First Choice – Authority was given to provide innovation in home and 

community-based attendant services to Medicaid enrollees with disabilities under the State 
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Medicaid Plan using the Consumer Directed Personal Assistance Program. However, further 

authority is needed, and expected in the weeks to come, to fully implement this program for 

persons with disabilities, allowing a home health aide to provide tasks of medical care.  

Patient Protections expand: 

 Safe Patient Handling – The NYS Department of Health will convene a committee to 

make recommendations for best practices to ensure safe patient handling.  This may include 

equipment that will help in lifting patients and staff training.  Hospitals and long term care 

facilities will be able to apply for a workers compensation rate reduction if they use safe patient 

handling practices.  

 Employee Background Checks – Adult Care facilities (adult homes, assisted living) will 

be able to conduct criminal background checks using NYS Department of Health resources. 

Health Facility Funding – A proposal to allow private equity funding for capital investment in 

health care projects was defeated.  The budget also provided oversight in the methodology for 

distributing funds associated with the $8B federal Medicaid Waiver. 

Health Planning – The budget provides a role for regional health planning in a new initiative 

known as the Population Health Improvement Program. 

 

D.  Financial Assistance/ Tax Relief and Property Tax Changes 

SSI – Enacts the pass-thru of the federal COLA.   

 

SCRIE – The Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption Program has been granted an increase in 

the income thresholds for the first time since 2009.  The current threshold of $29,000 has been 

increased to $50,000.  This program is for income eligible persons age 62 and older who live in 

a rent controlled or rent stabilized apartment.  

 

Enhanced STAR relief - There was no elimination of the cost of living adjustment to the upper 

income limit qualifications.        

 

Estate tax relief – The budget raises the exclusion threshold from $1m to $5.25m over four 

years (opposed by StateWide) while maintaining the top tax rate at 16% (supported by 

StateWide.) 
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Real property tax credit – The budget created a two year freeze, through a refundable personal 

income tax credit to homeowners outside of NYC who reside in school and municipal 

jurisdictions that abide by the property tax cap, and in year 2, submit an efficiency plan that 

achieves savings via mergers, shared services and other agreements between jurisdictions.  On 

average, the refund would be $125 per household.  StateWide did not support this proposal, 

recommending instead a statewide circuit breaker relief, based on reducing the percent of 

income that is devoted to payment of property based taxes.  

 

NYC Renters and Owners Circuit breaker real property tax relief - A new personal income 

tax credit was established for homeowners and renters in New York City who earn less than 

$200,000.  The maximum credit is $125. 

 

 

G.  Campaign Finance Reform and Public Campaign Financing:  Comprehensive reform 

was not addressed.  The Budget created a demonstration of public campaign financing for only 

the State Comptroller’s race.  Work needs to continue to pass comprehensive campaign 

financing reforms. 


